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the possessours of the adjacent islands to settle in it, but
that it affords neither harbour nor anchorage. Drake,
after having sent out his boats with plummets, was not
able to find any ground about it; and it is reported, that
many experiments have been made with the same suc-
cess; however, he took in water sufficient, and, on the
2nd of February, set sail for the straits of Magellan.

On February 17, they passed the equator, and con-
tinued their voyage, with sometimes calms, and some-
times contrary winds, but without any memorable acci-
dent, to March 28, when one of their vessels, with twenty-
eight men, and the greatest part of their fresh water on
board, was, to their great discouragement, separated from
them; but their perplexity lasted not long, for on the next
day they discovered and rejoined their associates.

In their long course, which gave them opportunities of
observing several animals, both in the air and water, at
that time very little known, nothing entertained or sur-
prised them more than the flying fish, which is near of
the same size with a herring, and has fins of the length of
his whole body, by the help of which, when he is pursued
by the bonito or great mackerel, as soon as he finds him-
self upon the point of being taken, he springs up into the
air, and flies forward, as long as his wings continue wet,
moisture being, as it seems, necessary to make them pliant
and moveable; and when they become dry and stiff, ha
falls down into the water, unless some bark or ship inter-
cept him, and dips them again for a second flight. This
unhappy animal is not only pursued by fishes in his natural
element, but attacked in the air, where he hopes for secu-
rity, by the don, or sparkite, a great bird that preys upon
fish; and their species must surely be destroyed, were not
their increase so great, that the young fry, in one part of
the year, covers the sea.

There is another fish, named the cuttle, of which whole
shoals will sometimes rise at once out of the water, and
of which a great multitude fell into their ship.

At length, having sailed without.sight of land for sixty-